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Intangible objects.

But now let us go on. All these so-called semi-
tangible percepts can still be verified, if need be, by
some of our senses. Some portion, at least, of every
one of them can be touched by our hands.

But we now come to a third class of percepts where
this too is impossible, where we see or hear objects,
but cannot strike them with our hands. What is our
attitude towards them ?

Strange as it may seem to us that there should be
things which we can see, but not touch, the world is
really full of them; and more than that, the primitive
savage does not seem to have been very much dis-
turbed by them. The clouds to most people are
visible only, not tangible. But even if, particularly
in mountainous countries, we reckoned clouds among
the semi-tangible percepts, there is the sky, there are
the stars, and the moon, and the sun, none of which
can ever be touched. This third class I call non-
tangible^ or if I might be allowed to coin such a
technical term, intangible percepts.

We have thus, by a simple psychological analysis,
discovered three classes of things, which we can per-
ceive with our senses, but which leave in us three
very distinct kinds of impression of reality:

(j) Tangible objects, such as stones, shells, bones,
and the rest. These were supposed to have been the
earliest objects of religious worship by that large
school of philosophers who hold fetishism to be the
first beginning of all religion, and who maintain that
the first impulse to religion came from purely finite
objects.